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The Conbat Co, UPLAND Inf Regt, Tanao litlitary Seotor, Fighting Bolo
Bn Unit, United States Arny Forees in the Poilippines, consisting of approxi-

nately 74 members, has not been favorably considered. No members have previously
been Tecognized.

This unit &
for recognition. S

es not fulfill the requirements of the five basic points
attached Tean Leader's Report.

3. No useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation of
thls wnit,

4, There are no members worthy of Tecognition and it a doubteul that ey
cniatitar oeiet e Tesult of the activities with the
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Capt Robert L. liorton
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r Report on the Lenao Militery Sector, Mighting Dolo Bettelion

Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the PhiliEEines

1, The following report concerns the oversll connsnd of the
Lznzo Militery Scctor, Fighting 3ole Battelion Unit, United Ststes
Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of epproximetely 128
diffcrent units., £ perticl list of the lerzor units sre listed
in persgroph 3 below, The Lenco liilitery Sector, Fighting Dolo
Bettclion Unit, (LUS, FLDU, USAFIP), is olso known es the U7 ghte
ing 3lade Vcepons Division" end the "Fighting Blood Wospon Divi-
sion". & physiecl investigstion of the unitiin the ficld wes not
made nor considercd necess:sry or desireble, but the commending
officer end other pecrsons heving pertinent knowledze of the unit's
cetivities werc contectcd cither porsonelly or by corrcspondence,
The stotonents of those conteeted, end & complote study of the
records of the unit, cro reflocted in the findings.

2e & fow of the subordingte units of the Fighting Blede
licepens Division hevo been previously snd scperctely not fevor-
ebly considered for recognition by this hecdqusrters. It wes
considered &t thet time thot those units rerc only independent
"Bolo Units", thon this overcll commend mes studicd, thesc units
werc included for rcconsiderction, This report will suppoert tho
previous discussion 6f theose subordinste units of the Mghting
Blade liccpons Division, end et the semc time tele into considere-
tion the overell commend and other subordinctc units of thet
commend, now pending under roguest for recognition,

3. The following is ¢ pertisl list of subordincte units
conprising the Lenzo Militery Scctor, Fighting Dolo Brttrlion
Unit, United Stetes irmy Foreos in the Philippines:

First Cocstal Regiment

Third Cosstzl Reginent

Forth Cocstel Reginont

First Boloc Regiment

Second Desck Regiment

Third Basck Regiment

First Ungyan Reginont

First Scperate Regiment

Western Lenco Troop Movement
Upland Infentry Roginment

Westurn Lenao Seperste Speeicl Bn
Bolo Bettslions

Separcto Bcttalions end Compznics
Specicl Dottelions end Compenics
4ttached Dettelions and Compenics
Provisioncl Dettclicns
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i 4e ALLEGED HISTCRY:

&s Prior to the arrivel of the Jepanese inveding Forfes
on Mindenzo, Brigadier Genercl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lenzo Militery Sector, orgenized the "Bolo
Battclion," for the purpose of eiding the 8lst Division, The
missions of the Bolo Battelion were zs followss

»

(1) Guerding the beaches in order to give
timely werning in cese of cnemy lendings.

{2) scting as Lsbor Bettzlions when so desired.
(3) ‘werding bridges end roads.

(4) (varding emmunitions, supplics and other
nilitery instslletions.

(5) Ouppressing fifth column ectivitics.

b The "Leanso Military Sector" was divided into four

units. Eech unit wes composed of seversl groups or compenics,
as meny as there woere municipslities or municipsl districts in
the unit., Each group or company wzs commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Meyor of the municipzlity or municipal dis-
trict, end two other lezders selected from the group or company.
Each Bolo Battalion Unit wes commsnded by & Unit Commender; the
four Bolo Battzlion Units which comprised the "Lanao Militery
Sector" were commanded by Sector Commender, supposedly an
officer of the USAFFE,

ce On 21 May 1942, six dsys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, Genersl Fort ordered Dstu Busrcn Kalew to
take comnend of the entire Blsde Wespons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battzlion Units), which were then extended &élong the coest from
Iligan to Cabusno Barrzcks cnd on the Leke-Shore of Leke Lanso,
On 27 Mey 1942, the 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendsred, end throe
days later Datu Busran Kelaw reorgenized the Bolo Battzlions.
"To this orgenizastion, everybody was permitted to join~members
of the former Bolo Battslions, ex-USLFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numbrous compenics, bettzlions end regiments were
orgenized, until ell the regions of Leznao, not occupied by the
Japenese werc covereds The orgenization was partly completed on
31 iugust 1942, and consisted of epproximstely ten (10) regiments,
several scperate, specicl provisional, combet, znd sttached
bettalions cnd compenies, with e total strength of approximately
35,000 officers end men.

de The activities of the unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and military government and the cere and
protection of civilians. 4 fow cleimed skirmishes with tho
Japenese crc discussed in more detail in the findings of this
report,
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c. On or cbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, comnending
officer of the 108th Division, 10th MD, begsn to organized the
Moros into the Meranso WMilitia Forces, (IiF). Detu Busran Kalew
and epproximetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battelion Units were'
inducted into this unit; end were subsequently recognized s the
Mareneo lilitia Force (MIF') of the 108th Division, 10th Militery
District.,

f, For further informetion relsting to the elleged
history of the Leneo Militery Sector, Fighting Bolo Battzlion
Unit, United Stetes Army Foreces in the Philippines, see attzched
unit files,

5. FIIDINGS:

e, The following persons were interviewed or gquestioned
by letter cnd their stotements sre rofledted in the findings:

Gen Cazlixto Duque « » « o & o D C/S, HP4, formelly G/S

8lst Div, USAFTE

€O, LIS, FBDU, USAFIP

CO, 10th Militery Dist

in imericean educstor in

Lenzo

G=-2 of Bolo Battslion

bicmber of unit, lster

joined MF, recognized

with 10th KD

liember of unit, but docs

not know position

Meme Komf-yft LI I T R u " i

Dztu Derengine Diempuen o . o CO, Dizmsz Islen Unit

Mejor Fo M Mates o o o o » o CO, Philippine Militis
Forces, snd leter recog-
nized with I

Federico Szleamet o+ o o o o o " U el SR

Hajor Gebzl o o o o o o o « o Ex O to G4, HP4, formelly

i G/s-G=2, 8lst Div, USLFFE

Recognized Moro with 10th

IiD

lenber of Philippine Mili-

tiz Foreces of lfindsneo &

Sulu

Datu Busren RElaW o o o o o
Col W, W, Fertig
Bdward Me Kuder ¢ o = o & »

Dethidiengode: e &0 0 3 o 0y
Lt Manisba ABUSL 4 o o o

Datu Mangode Meulsnze o o o

-

Eiibotlio Pecer te 2ty e e e

21fredo Quilben o « o o o s

bs Rocords of service vwere not substentizted by sufficicnt
acceptable evidences The Leneo Militery Sector, iGaU, US.FIP, and
its subordinste units, as prosented for recognition, wzs not in any
sensc & well-orgenized guerrille unit, Prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Divislon, USAFFE, the Bolo Bettzlions were used by Genercl
Port &s "Bolo Units", "Farmer BettzlionsY, end "Lebor Bettzlions".
fccording to the "Guerrille Resistence lovements in the Philippines",
& collection of monogrephs previously published by the Philippine
Sub-Scetion, G-2, Genercl Hoadquerters, Southwost Pecific .ros, the
liores werc undor their own lesders, but hed been paid by the US.FIE
prior to the surrender, But even if they hzd not boen peid, their
cctivitiss would not constitute az ecleinm

3
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for guerrilla activitics, but rather would be & cleim for DPEY &5

' lebor battelions in siding the 8lst Division., Letter Order from
Generel Fert to Detu Kelew, ordering him to teke commsnd of the
Blede Wezpon Iorces does not neeesscrily prove that the unit con-
tinued &s & well-orgenized unit, The Guerrille Resistence Move-
ment in the Philippines (extract as Incl 1) and letter from Col,
We W, Fertig, (Incl 2) stetc thet when tho Jeponese inveding
forces lsnded et Davzo the lloro Forca dissolved rapidly, end
that the activities sgeinst the cneny &s clsimed by the Leneo
lilitery Sector, after tho surronder of the 8lst Division were
not the setivitiec of the Blede Wespon Units, but & genercl and
spontaicous uprising of the pocple. The records of the unit,
such zs Genercl Orders, S-1 Reperts, and 5-2 Reports, consist
primarily «f prorotion pzpers of the members of the unit. Pro-
noticns were mede periodicelly, Esch month nost officers wore
promoted to one hizher rank,

¢o The unit wss not mzinteined sctisfectorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 licy 1942 the
8lst Division, US.U¥E, dominsted the sres snd subscquent te Sept
1942 the Meranzo liilitiz Forces of the 10th Iilitsry District,
& rocognized guerrills orgenizstion of spproximetely 8,000 forner
nembers from the cisimsnt Bolo Bettelions, deminstod the eros.
Resistence activitics sgsinst the Jepenese during the 3-months
period between theso detes consisted of en uprising of the
poople of Lenzc, and not in guerrille sctivity by the Lis, ¥TouU,
US:FIP, The stotements of guerrilla lozders, =s discussed in
percgraphs 5i, 5j, 5k, indiczte thet the Dolo Battclions was not
naintzined after the surrender of the 8lst Division.

d. 4ctivities of the unit did not contribute netericlly
to the eventuzl defest of tho ecnomy. The "Guerrills Resistence
Hovenents of the Philippines", brings to thc sbttention thet the
lioros were neither & velusble zlly nor e dengerous encny. The
principel cleim for recogniticn by the LES, F2BU, USLiFIP, is
based upon two local bzttles with the Jepencse in September end
October 1942, The Diemca Islem Unit, o bittor foo of Kelew,
under Datu Dismpuen, clso claims eredit for thesc ongegenents, cs
indicated above end by inels. 2 cnd 3, written by individuels
having personel knowledge. These bettles cen not be acecpted &s
the esctivitics of this or cny other orgesnized gucrrills unit,
The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, USSFIP, is thercfore clsiming
ectivities which were exccuted by the initistive of & resentful
end angered tribe, rcther then by their units,

es & definite orgenizetion wes not csteblished. Prior
to 27 May 1942, Dstu Busren Kelcw wes an intolligence szent of
the 8lst Division, US:FFE, and during the letter months of the
same yeecr he beccie ¢ nember of the licreneo Hilitis Force. Officers
end enlisted men of tho Lenso Militery Sector, FZuU, LIS, lived
with their families end suppeorted them by means of normel civilien
pursuits throughout thc occupstion. Practiczlly ell of the batte-
lion commznders end renking officers on the rester of
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this unit were meyors of the verious towns or held cther political
positions during the Jepenese occupstion. The members of the unit
who were interviewed, with the exception of the lecders, could not
give their positions within tho verious units cnd nost of them
steted thet there wes very littlc orgenizetion vithin the unit.

f. idequete rocords worc not meintsined. lienthly rosters,
cppointment end promotion pspers, deted back s for zs 1942, were
submitted zs records; but en exemineticn of these p&pers showed
thet most of the monthly rosters were mzde ot onc tine, using
cerbon pspers end lecving the detes blenk, so that the dete could
be plrced in later. Furthermora the psper used did not show the
weer and teer of psper thet had been used since 1942,

ge Unit did no* show setisfectorily continuity of zeti-
vity cnd orgenizetion. Coloncl W, ¥i. Fortig, commznding the 10th
liD, stctes thet this unit did nething to stop the Jrpenose (Sce
Incl 2) edvance cnd were nore hormful then helpful to the UsiFE.
"The Guerrilic Resistence Movement in the Philippines", supports
this statement of unsctisfactory continuity of cetivity s=nd orgeni-
zetion by declering thet the loro forces dissolired rapidly after
the Jepanese lended in Devece The unit could not show cny cone
clusive supportin; evidence which would sustain their clsims of
ectivity subsequent tc the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

h, lembers of the unit did not devote their cntire offort
to militery aetivitics in the field to the exclusicn of nornmal
civilicn occcupetion snd femily obligctions. The members of the
unit helding peliticecl positions, such cs meyors, continued to re-
mein in office during the Jzpanese occupction, FI‘he nembers of the
unit who were comnon fermers cnd leborers continued their normel
pursuits,

is Jttached hercto, cs inclosure 2, is the first inderse-
ment, dzted 15 Jenusry 1947, from Colonel Wendcll Fertiy in snswer
to letter from this herzdquerters requeosting infornmetion regerding
the Fighting Dlede Wespons Unit, Colonel Fertig, formerly with
Genercl Fort, lster becenme comuznding offiecer of the 10th Hilitery
Districts, In his indorsement Colonel Fertiy cmphssized thet tho
Dlade Wezpons Unit (cslso known &s the Lenco Militery Sector, FBIU,
USAFIP) did nothing to stop the Jep edvence and contributed no-
thing to the resistance prior to the surrender., He further strctes
thzt the pericd from the surrender to the or;cnizction of the
Marsnso Militis Forces on December 1942 wszs onc of non-resistence,
except for the resistence of & group of Moros under leneleo Iien-
delinzo, whose nsme is not included as one of the lezders of the
Lanzo Military Sector, FBBU, USiFIP, wheress he is recognized es the
roginentel commender of the 127th Rojiment, IMF, 10th MD. Colonel
Fertig further stctes thot the encounter between the Jepenese and
the Moros wes occesioned by z gonersl uprising of the people and
not by the Blade Wecpons Units. Col. Fertig rccommends thet the
Blade liecpon Units and associzted units in the provinece of Leanco
be not recognized,
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je Atteched herewith es inclesurc 3, is z memo to Lt
Col Sheftoe, former Chiecf of Guerrills ifizirs Branch, from
Edwsrd M. Kuder regerding the Bolo 3cttzlions under Busrzn Kelsw.
(It must bo noted thet the "Diasme Islen" unit mentioned in his
report is not & pert of the Lenso Militery Sector, FBBU, USFIP)
Mre Kuder wes en &mericcn educetor who had spent yosrs educsating
the lioros before the wer end who later beceme Direetor of Civil
affeirs for Lenco under Colonel We We Fertiz., This memo indi-
ceted that the Lenso Militery Sector, FEEU, USiFIP, is ¢ roe-
keteering orgzenizstion, which hed inducted precticelly ell of its
members into the unit during the yeers 1945 cnd 1946, cnd thot
the lezders have bizn collocting fees from the members inducted.
Mre Kudor hes full knowledge of the cetivities of Lenco, during
the occupstion, =nd he recommends thet this unit bs refused recog=
nition completely.

ke & lettor "To Whom It Mszy Concern", from Generel
Czlixto Duque formerly Chief of Staff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE),
and &t oresent Doputy Chief of Steff, srmy of the Philippines, wecs
prosentod cs supporuing evidence of Kelew's csetivities. On inter-
viewirg Gener:l Drque, he steted thst he had been with the 8lst
Division until the surrender and wes then prisoner of wer in
Mindanso until Jenuery 1943+ He ceknowledges the cppointment of
Datu Busren Kelew s specizl zgent of the G-2 Section 8lst Divisicn,
but he did not know of cny of Kslcw's cctivitics zfter the sur-
render, He further stated thst the loros of Leongo were very
destructive after the surrcnder of the 8lst Division, He asserted
thet the Moros hod sibushed some of the USAFFE membors of the 8lst
Division while thcy were esceping to tho hills, He tlso cleined
thet there wes no organization of the lioro people end thot they
were a grest hindreonce to the people of Lanco, especially the
Bhristians, for the Moros had sattocked verious Christisn barrios,
had reped and killed the inhebitents cnd hed looted houses.
Genercl Dugue hzd hecrd of the defeat of tho Jepenese at Tepsrsan,
but he did not know how it wes accomplished.

l. In affidavit from Mejor Domincdor Gereis, formclly «C
of S, G-3, 8lst Infantry Division, US:iFiE, wes forwerded es cvidenee
of the existence of the Bolo Dettclions, When interviewed, Hejor
Goreis steted thet he knew nothing of the ictivities of Kslew, or
the Dolo Battclion, after the surrender of the 8lst Division.

n. <4tteched herewith as inclosure 4, is : confidentisl
roport from Operctive Number cne, Intellizence Scction, WPC, Pa,
Lenso Province, Operctive Number, Lt lMenicbs sgucm, & nztive of
Lango cnd former membsr of ths Dolo Bettslions, lster becanc o
menber of the Maraneo Militiz Force. It is noted, that within the
report, Lt Azuznm brings out the feet that efter the surronder of
the 8lst Division, msny of the members of the Bole Besttclion be-
ceme Collsborctors, infemous looters, robbers, bendits, ete., while
others continued their normzl pursuits. He further stctes that
the roster znd orders submitted to this hersdquerters werc ante-
dsted, =nd thst the cedre of the BDolo Bettelion cro membors of the
alresdy recognized Meraneo lMilitia Forces,
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2, Datu Darangina Diampuzm, a non-recognized gusrrilla
leader, who had operated in Lango. claims that Datw Kalaw had
never had an organized unit aftor tho surrender of the 8lst Divi-
sien. He further etated tnat Kaiow is vsing the Bolo Battalion
&s a monoy-meking proposition, in thet, he is charging the mem—
bors for their membership. Datu Darangina Diampuan also claims that
the Moros of the former Bolo Battalion under Kalaw were mors des-
tructive during the Japanssc occupation than they were constructive.

0. It sheuld be emphasized that the Moros of Lanao were
organized into the Maranas ¥ilitia Forno, with a strength of
approximnrtely €,000 nember+. The Maraaao Militia Force was re—

izaed w he 10%h Militery District as part of the 108th
i ks dates of recogniticn of the Maranno Militia Force
189G “ack to 16 Soptamber 1942, This recognition and revi-
sion constitu'ss adsquate and Just recognition of military services
the Moros of lsnao to the war effort.

P- HNo usef.l purpose will be sorved by any further invesw
tigation of this univ.

ge There are no fndividual mombors worthy of recognition
with the exception of those already rezognized with the Maranho
Militie Force. Although some casvaltios are claimod in the rosters,
it is assumed that these cusnaltios occurred in the general up-
rising of the people, and not as mombers of an orgamized wnit.
These cosualties or thoir heirs mey continus to submit individual
request for casualty recognition.

6. POLITICAT ASPECTS: lost of the leading figures in the sub-
mitied rosters are political aspirants, indicating that the unit
may be used to support thase politicians in their attempts to gain
office.

7. RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Lanac Military
Sector, Tighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the Fhilippines, otherwise kmown as the Fighting Blade Waapons
Divisions be not favorably considered for recognition,

Robst 1 Wi

BOBERT L. MORTON
Captain, Ord

See incls filed w/ Toam Leader's
Beport in GAD,
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Extract of Guerrille Resictance Movements in the Philippines

The Moros and the Maranso Militis Forcc: The koro pro-
blems on Mindanao havc long been & source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros are & distinet lohammedan group and arc
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam=
boanga, the southern helf of Lanao Province and across Cota-
bzto to the Devao Gulf. The Meranao (Lenao) Moros are perw=
haps the bravest, proudest znd the most intelligent of the
Philippine Moro groups: Marznao (Lanao), Maguindanao (Cota- '
bato) and the Ten-Sugs and Semals (Zamboange and Sulu). In-
tclligenes, courge 5ad pride, however, do not make the Lan2o
Moro either a valusble elly or a dsngerous cnemy., His intel-
ligence is more ncarly sly cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. The iloro has little respeet for the Christian
Filipino and may always be &zntazonistic towsrds him.

lMoro v.llegcs erc smell, usually built up eround a farm-
ing community, =nd the irhabitents are ususlly rcleted to
czch other. VWbhilc cach’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lcaders of these inter-rclated communitics form as &asso-
ciztion end heve & group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leeders are loyal. For the past forty years Moros have
bcen under the control of the Philipoine Constebulary, but
most of the Moros remecmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their arees and were free to rob and murder groups
less powerful then themselves. With any relexing of police
authority many of them scon rcturn to their ancilent customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their inmediate
leaders. ;

To prevent bloodshed* between Moros and Christiens, no
Moros wcre allowed to live on the north coast of Lanso and
none lived in Bukidnon. During thc chaos following the sur-
render, Moros ceme down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christians. MOLGAN's retaliatory
measures were so violent, however, that the feelings of the
Moros were aroused mors than ever, and it has been only with
considerable cere thet the support and neutrelity of the Mo-
ros was maintained. In the Dinas vieinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christisn d=rcs set foot now as a result.

In January 1942, when it beccame evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Jepa-
nesec invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Moros in holding defensive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindaneso., He organized the Moro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros ermcd with knives. The Moros
Wwere under their own leaders but were peid by US&FFE., They
had 1little time for training end when the Japanese landed
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved rapidly. Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla affairs in Lan2o and Cotabato.

Lt, Col, HEDGES began to organize the loros in December
1642 - January 1943, He collcctcd most of the former membels
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force,
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALLNO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moroj Busran KALAW of Homungan; Da%u LaGUINDAB
of Ganasslj Joseph SiNGUILLA of Mumay and Medalum; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu. i

(TRl 3% ot
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By late 1942 the Moros hed collected & fairly large
humber of weapons. After the surrender they ransacked the
battlefields end waylaid civilians and former USAFFE soldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization was
real., The efforts of Busran KALAW, MINDALANO, the Sultan of
Ganesel and many others to bring the Moros into line is a mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the American people.
They were supported in their efforts by very small allotments
of arms and supplics from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headquarters inI'anas and
the presence of guerrilla leaders {such as Lt. Col. 28
and Mr., KUDER) who knew the Moros well, were fortunets in
this connection,

il

For political reasons the Marsrao Militia Foveer is maln-
tailned as a sepsratc per* of +he 10Gth D vision, ans i
bably the beswu armed singie group 35 guerrillas on Mic
The presernt organization and strength of this foren is

lows:
124th hegt, Mil#, Hq Kupagon, Lanao 10T EM
CO: Capt. kacaurog ARTMPAC 38 1,538
126th Regt, M
CO: Haj. Busran KALAW 118 1,124
127th hegt, MM, now sieging ielabang
CO0: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 73 788
128th Regt, MMF, now sieging Malabang
CO: iaj. Anonngo BEGUINDAALI 100 951
129th hegt, MIF, Hq Taraka, Lanso 7 1,202
1st Prov. hegt. 63 928
2nd Prov. he:zt. 53 533
e2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separatec Bettalions ol 1.470
5 Seperate Companics =5 _gQZ
Total 507 8,841

Lt, Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-ioro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of Mslabang, has been responsible for orgarnizing lioro
resistance south of Malabang on the Lanao coast. Iz has pro-
tected the Christians and has kept on good terrs with
panese to obtain supplies. KALAW is a native of lorun:
Lanso, was mayor of Momungan &t ouibreak of the war
ex-provineial treasurer of Lanao. e is an associe-
MORGAN, and actively resisted the Jepanese since 1€
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courage
hot tempered. He wes thc first to fight the Japanes ]
the USAITE surrender, ARUMPAC was mayor of Lumbater: ‘ver,
a little politico, @ good manager and belongs to the wusonic
order. BAGUINDAALI is popular as one of the first Moro guer-
rilla leaders.

Copy reproduced - 15 ﬁpr 47
L S 2 iy
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1st Ir’i.

15 January 47

SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division®

TO ¢ The Commending General, AFWESPAC, APO 707. Trom Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Gen Hospital, Denver 8, Golorado,

1, Conditions have not changed since I wrote my letter of 28
lMar 46, thigs same general subject, and I will reiterate the recommenda-
tion contained in +ha* letter (Incl 3), Therefore in my opinion this
group is not entitled to resognition for any activities following the
organization of the 1Cth Miiitary District on 16 Sept 42, A1l men who
assisted my unil after thst date have been included in regular unit ros-
ters and duly recognizel, Thus the Blade lieapon units are entitled to
no consideration sxcent *cr serviees rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan /2) and the date of 16 Sept 42.

2, That perioC comprises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 May 42, During
the imvesion perioed - April 30 - 4 May 42 - while I was actually with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
ceming., THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAF ADVANCE. Vihen the debacle
followed after 4 May 42, the Moros engaged in wide scale locting. In
July 42, Lt Ccl Charles Smith, CE (then a civilian employee of the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Lanao Moros, From evidence,
which T believe was conclusive, the Blade Weapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this first phase,

3. The second phase of inertis that extended from 29 Nay 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness except for the continued resig-
tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Now Representative from Lanao in the Phile
ippine Legislature) and his group in conjunction with that of Datu Aguam.
The Japs failed to win this group. In svecst, a company of Japarese
were wiped out on the east sk-re of iak: mirao, vt ihir was Cone
general uprising of the peopl: and not oy the Elade f.zapon: lLnite,

4. CONCLUSICH AND RECOMVENDATION- & caraful study of this
problem wa~= made durirg *he occupaticn pericd, ana T fouml little evie
dence that +whe Elade W.spon units contritmied +o the fogteride of the

resistance mevement, It is therefore wecommended thet this ard esgocice-
ted units im the nrovince of Lan2o 9e NUT recognized.

Wendell W Fertig
Colonel CE

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947

SN 7} _‘
%M%m y
PROTACIO CABIAQ

1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Section

(Inel 2)
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Manila
9 Jue 1946

MEMO for Lt. Col Shaftos, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFVESPAC, on Lanao Guerrillas,

THE DIAMA ISLAM

This is an crgenization which deserves considerable credit
for providing the big impetus that turned most of the Lanao lores
ageinst the Japa, /

I was in Larzo, with the Meros and the guerrilla movement
from the monont the Japs invaded Lanao, April 29-30, 1942 up to
Sept 29, 1943, I was never in Japs hands, but had to lemve lLanao
for fustralia by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to illness,

Henes, although T did not see the fights the Diama Islam
up, in fact wes &bout 50 kilometers away, still T had eye=witn:
Teperts ‘of it within two days afterward , and chserved how the
provinee rang with the exrloft of Sept 12, 1942, and how the I
were stirred up and inspived by it.

It is true there had been ensounters and ambushes prior %o
this, but this was the first big pitched battle, The spe
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped cut, all but ox
made an enormous impression on everyone including the Jar
intelligence at that time indicated that they agked for &
sions for Mirdanao, one for Lanao slene and the other
of the island. I do not think the Jup force was so
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the mumber of &
times with people who counted the cerpses at the 3
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some ¥
&s cargadors by the Japs, who were saught in the
The Meros did not bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs berbed the whole eagt s
the Leke, where the fight occured (Ta an} For nearly a
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, othe: 4 azain In mideg
1942, This time they came with aroun: &00~607 troops, in urud
using the road around the north end of the lsie,

They vere again attacked by the Dimma wirriors and this time
did not try to stand their ground, but flod to a vooded hill, Jesing
some of their trucks in tie procaas, At the 1, they were shle
to rally end hold off thrcéuish attackers untal Atter's amm 1i=
tion ran low, and wniil reinforcements came %o tle them:to ratrest,
The lMcros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimod heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded avay, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrison) to

FPage 1 of Incl 3
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report, This report put the Jep total casuelties at under a hundred,

But the Japs never came badk, and never again patrolled in the
interior of lanao, although they maintained their garrison at Dansa-
lan by virtue of the highway to Iligan, and at Ganassi by means of
the Lake, from Dansalan,

Thus, within five months after Corregidor, the interior country
of Lanao was freed of the Japs and remained free, This wag & remarke
able achievement and is dus largely to the Diama Islam,

Since the
but @il guara ¢

Japs never returned they had no more Pighting to do,
he lake to prevent supplies from reaching the Japs,

As the Diama Islam was solf-supporting in the way of foed, guns
mrnltios, meny of its members found economic pressure too strong
pined She Marsmao Militia Force under Col, Fertig, some months
later, lor the sake of better pay and supply.

Pride, nerhaps migplaced, kept the others from Jeining and held
i

them to something of a home guard organization,

Yot, it must not be forgotten that they battled and best the
Japs before Fertig even started, and it must also be realiged that
had it not been for the beatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Fertigts initially puny organization would in all likelihcod have
been crushed.

The Disma Islam rendered a real service,

Thedr leader clafms 4,599 mon on his roll. Fersonal
this is greatly exaggerated., I donft believe they cculd |
have more than 2000 men, This Jibes well with the populetic
for that area, but, knowing as I do how factional the lox
anong themselves, I would examine even that figure with c

I beliele the Diama Islam is ontitled to scme recogn:
careful investigation,

The Bolo Battalion, under Busram Kalaw

I understand this outfit claims 40,000 members. If such is
their claim it is the wildest fabrication, The "seat! of this crgas
nizatlion was in the area along the Darsalan Iligan raad, TIf it ped
40,000 members why could it never close that vead, nor take tho Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Fantas bridge, when bhotwee
2000 Diama Ielam could beat the Japs so badly in ti: Diemal's home
territory?

Page 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kalew, the Bolo Battalion leader, may claim credit for
‘the Diara Islam's exploit at Tamparan, It may be truc that ho wag
thore, but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama,

Busran never got cleser than 5 kms to the Japs, and T never
saw him with as many as 200 men, although I saw hinm a dozen of times
during the guerrilia times, h

- There was a real Belo Battalion organized by General Fort ba-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never excecded 5,000
men and virtuslly all of thosa Joined the MMF under Fertig,

After Fory's surrendcer, to give him credit » Busran Kalay
tried te o stance againgt the Japy, but ho had & follow-
ing enly ™ arca, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
lapao, He could nok Possibly have had one thousand mon,

o

It was nct until late 1945 and new in 1946 that go MANY mom-
bera were fenlisted" in thoir outfit. It has much racketesring in
it, with contributiong collected from the members to pay for pro-
raring rosters, giving birthday or bapbismal presents to dts leoaders
and their children, sale of "commisiong" ete, As it stands now it
is 99% fake, One of its officers & "major! or MLt, Gol.! Buleg
Mangobara, was actually a dog of the Jepanese and guided their pat-
Tols,

I would turn this outfit down, cold and completely.

Respectfully submitted,

/8/ Edward 1, Fuder
Actg, Div. Supt, of Schools for Lamac
ex-Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lenso under
Col Wi, W. Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947

'; —a ) A
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HHOTACTO CABIEG :
1st It Inf,, 4TS

Chief, Records Scction
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ERADQUARTERS M/332-
LiNO PROVINIE
¥ILIT4RY POLICE C D P
Intelligerce Sectien

LPD 156
12 ipr 46

LONFIDENTTAR~

Subjeet; Bolo Bettslion, History of (Lammo Previnee)

0 4 FF¥, Lanso Prov, ¥FC, BL - 470 150

Feirly rolishble if not very cocurate story of the history of the
Moro Bolo Det’glion orgenization in Lenco, is here, submitted by this
section not for j ¥ nor selfishness, neither for cggrendizement,
tut ee intell ion of the igency of thc govermment, it till
in some how 4 il

eny chadow of doukt on the pert of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Stcter. This story will not only help clecr the
doubts of [FARSPLC, bul will in cne wey guids (FWESELC to Trocompense
Jjustly the very potriocts.

Some where in the lster pert of December 1941, letters from the
Provineizl Governor werc scnt to gll Punicipel znd icipel District
Yeyors wrging esch Meyor to organize in their own districts, Voluntoor
Guards. To give mere inspiretion end incentives to acconplish result
to the meximum the order was propsgerdized thru cut Lanzo, that this
Volunteer Cuszds is enuncieted by the most Filipino beloved Late Presi-
dent Manuel L. fQuezon, The Volunteer Guerd was very succeseful.

Then and efterverd some where in the esrlier pert of February 1942,
if not Jenuery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fert, GO of the 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lemao Province authorized the organization of the
Bolo Battelion. He himself (Gen Fort) teing & good and sincere friepd
to the lierencws for many years mont around the Moro villages streseing
or the importence of Loyalty to the gov't one owes en allegience. Ho
hinself (der Fert) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Scered
liohemnmedzn Eible) with meny lesding Datus thet they being merbers cf the
Bolo Battelion will, in all nesns rosist the enemy, the Japanese, and
even sworned thet they (Detus) will never surrender to the Japanese if
in case the Jepancse might succecd venquishing tho USLFFE. Agsin Kayor-
(District ¥orors) wore made immeciate lenders of their respective districts,
¥eny Mayors end Datus werc given shot guns end even spring-field rifles
Gel 30 ¥l to give them more interest in leading their cwn people, In the
months of March and ipril, 1S42, Koyors especiglly of Watu, Tugeye,
Bacolod, Medelin, N-darba, Gerzssi, Puslas, Teterikan, and Pinidayen wore
esch piven seven deys to gusrd gt Berorao besch, st Malabeng, Lenao to
veteh ard report imvedintely any sign of Jopencse ships seen on the
Lilisns Boy. This was by rotetion, Hven teechers headed by their Distriet
supervisor werc one time voluntcered to guard et Barorac,

So fer, every Moyor, wee allowed fifty (50) companions, Thoy were
being tremsported therc by lrry Trucks purposely designated for use of tho
Bolo Bottalion, Officers in the USAFFE oasigned by Gen Fort to inspect
and guide the Moro Rolo Eettalion werc Mejor Suarez now Colomel, he is
somevhere in Sulu, lst Lieut. Memarinta Leo, now Cept, Gommending the 64th
MP Ce, Lenco Frov, MPG, PL, 3d Lt Hohomad Ali Dimapore now 1!
manding the 65th VP Co, Tenao Prov, MFC, Fi, 33 Lt Septos Trperddly
in the 5th Repl Bn end 3d Lt Mantoyen Boyolang Thezg 'ofi"y;g g eTHE;
do not lmow even the number of the Role Bottelion % T
bending the orgenization. Mejor Gebel that time "Zs it @nsu vﬁgﬁ&r
certificate of cn individual recommonded by the Dind &{g j%te'

e a'iffn‘qy
&,

merber of the Palo Bottelion. \
NG
-1=- \\_,-r'\ /
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History of Bolo Bn, Cont'd

Now figuring and compurativel’ speaking there sre 33 Municipal
Distriets in the province of Iansc and not gll ectively orgenized the
memberships for the Polo Pattalion, Let us take for granted that the
32 munieipel districts did actively in the orgenization of tho Bole
Battalion end egain let us not count that every district Mayor hed their
fifty memberships, 16t us even mske it 100 for each Keyor or let us put
it for 200 or 300 whizh is roelly not the truth, then of the 33 Kayors

= there will be let us scy 300 for cach, thus there were 9,900 memcers,
Now grantirg that ther. were 9,900 Bolo Dettelion, but during the
Jeparnsse irvasiorn betwsen Falabeng end Genssei there were roughly €0 Vore
Belo Battalisw members present, yor Suerez hed a personal knovledge
of thi~ mmcer for he wae with them that night of Nay, 1lst 1942,

Agein ‘e the U=AFFE 1n Lenzo surrendered to the Jepenes on the
later peru o May 1942 of this rough estimate of 9,900 Bolo Battalion
some ot “hes continued to resist the ememy celled loyel end patriots
efraid of the Knrean, scme went to the Japanese as Collaberators, some
of them beeame famous looters, robters, Army murderers, bandits, kid-
naprers of Chrictisns and Subaneon on the eastern part of Zamboange, some
went as active lrcffickers of white slavery cnd while few stayed further
Jopanese garrisons end devoted on farming, This was the truth of where
the Bolo Eattelion went end what each did.

Those f vho ment to the mountoins contimued resisted the enemy did
something very splendid in stirring thc minds of the Lenao Moro Public
to mention some of them, there were DadW Busran of Belo-i, Dstu lenslac
Mindelonac of Uya-cn, end Lumbstan, Sultan ss Genassi the lste Apusm
Dpatucn, the late Datu Leguindeb 211 Ganessi, Datu Ananggo Bagindali or
Famsin, Datu Beod of Pagologan, Datu lalamit Umpa of Kepategen and some
few Detus of Tempcran Districts, These Detus mentioned obove really did
sorething in ercusing the people of Lanso. This was more then 3 months
befors the orgenizetion of the 10th WD under Col Fertig wss orgenized and
more then & months before the organization of the 108th Division under
Col Hedges, It is further stated thet ot Tampzran Districts .fter the
Tempersn dncident of Septembor 12, 1942 vhen Japanese petrel was wipod out
entirely there wee one group there eslled Diame Islam-who roally fought o
the Jepanese ard until now they aore intact nor they wore recognized as
guerrillas.

Abov. Datus mentioned after the 108th Division wos orgenized units, .
celled th: Bolo °attalion were inducted into the USFIP and therc was a
great joy “or tocy were all happy being told by Col Hedges.ithnt they
beeome & part of the United States frmy ond whatever previliges given or
duc to American soldiers cnd officers, they sre also entitled, This goes
te =ay thet the Loyal Bolo Battelion that remsined in the nmountains becanc
the nuclevs of the Lanso Guerrilleros, /lmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
booenme the Lenso Guerrilleros under the 108th Division who were leng time
processed 'y the 8th irmy. The only outfit that did not submit for pro-
cessing becsuse they wers not recognized wes the Dipmo Islam,

Last lay 1945, Mayor Navarro, Inspector Generel of the 10th MD had a
complete end correct list of the Meranao Guerrilloros. - He got more than
8,000 mon both officers and EM, This was the whole MMF (Mranaw Ifilitia
Force) alresdy recognized by the Sth Army cinee 17 4pril 45. This story
is speaking of the recal compr.rison and & truth thet of the more than
8,000 Maranacs recognized guerrillercs vhich then 95% or 90% of them wera
the mombers of the Bolo Fettalion could be considered Bolo Bn menmbers
from February 1942 up to the time they were inducted %o the USFIP by the
108th Division. Now meke it 9000 snd estimate the Diame Islam meke them
3,000 the highest estimete that will only bring 12,000, Now for the
Christian Guerrilleros of Lanso make thom 4,000 or dwre and Lense will
have sbout 17,000,

% Dhs
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The Christian Guerrillerecs genuincd at that organized by Morgan ere
. not counted here, :

To give more support for this story Mr. Edward M. Kuder the only
American with the Mersnawg in the mountains in 1942 can slso be asked,

Howev&r, for the prosent submitted strength of Bolo Pattalion to
the AFIESPAC there wore those nemes found in the defomet 108th Division
for they werc either officors or EM in that outfit,

CPERATIVE
#1
B S

Anti dated rosters ard orders, framed up reports and statemeonts
and entering rames ia the 1245 suhmitted Bolo En, Fosters are postly
in the rostors of the ¥MF now in the files of the defunct iC8th Division,
10th MD, Great Anomally. : :

Note Operative #1 is:

Lt Manioba Aguam
Dept of Iatericr
City Hell, Nanila, P.T.

Copy Reproduced: 15 fferch A7
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" G-3. GUERRTLLA APFATRS DIVISION
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NAFE OF UNIT _Conbet Compeny, UPLAND Inf., "Begfft, L¥S, FEEI, USAFTe

C. 0. OF UNIT _UNDAC CALI

OVERALL COMAAND _Lenso Military Sector (EWED)
GECGRAPHICAL LOCATION __Radapen, Lenso, Mindenao
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